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‘Why is Russia not partici-
pating in Tokyo Olympics?
Russia is not participating
in the 2021 Tokyo Olympics
as the World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) banned
Russia from participating
in any international sports
events for four years.In Sep-
tember 2018, after multiple
investigations, WADA lifted
the sanctions on the condi-
tion that Russia hand over
athlete data from its Moscow
laboratory to doping regula-
tors, which would help iden-
tify hundreds of athletes who
may have cheated across var-
ious sports. P4
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U sHiLPa SHETTY

hreaks silence

Mirabai Chanu;

Arghyadeep Roy

asking in glory after
her Tokyo triumph,
Mirabai  Chanu is
awre of how different
the scenario would have been
had
attempts on the weightlifting
platform, she
Indias first medal in the 2020
Olympics.
Mirabai

she missed out on her

where won

after win-
ning the silver medal in Tokyo
2020 Olympics ome stories get
told,
some change over time, some

some remain unheard;
remain in the public imagina-
tion for a brief glorious moment
only to fade in due course, while
some stories emerge in bits and
pieces.

‘The multitude of sto-
ries emerging from the spotlight
on Saikhom Mirabai Chanu
after her recent win at the To-
kyo Olympics needs to be re-
flected on. The silver medal for

weightlifting (49 kg category)
Olympics made Mirabai Chanu

The Brainware takeaways

Col Jyoti Bhatiacharjee of the
Indian Army has just completed
his MA exam in Journalism from
Brainware University. Here he
speaks to Prapti Das of the univer-
sity on what the two years at Brain-
ware meant to him. Excerpts:

* Prapti: Good afternoon. I hope
you are doing well.

«+ Col. Bhattacharjee: Good after-
noon. I am doing good.

* Q: I have a few questions re-
garding your experience with
Brainware University. Firstly,
how was your experience as a
student of Brai Iniver-
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Rahul Mondal

What can one write about a
legend about whom people
already know so much? Just
switch on the radio or any mu-
sic app, the one song whose
voice would always remain
familiar is that of Kishore
Kumar. It is nearly impossi-
ble that Kishore Kumar songs
would not make it to the list
of evergreen songs that make
you smile. Rewriting his sto-
ry, even on August 4, his 92nd
birth anniversary, would be
an act of foolishness. Never-
theless, we are not aware of
many facts that reveal both his
eccentricities and generosity.
A true motivation
for all, Kishore Kumar sim-
ply did not care about any
tradition. His singing was
treated with utter disdain by
composers like Naushad and
others because he had no clas-
sical background. During the
Sixties, he only used to get a
chance to sing either for Dev
Anand or for himself only.
Composer Sachin Dev Bur-
man only believed in Kishore

sity?
* A: We were part of the first M.A
in the Mass Communication de-
partment. Though the department
was small but it was very progres-
sive one. The faculty members
were very approachable. The pos-
itive interaction between the facul-
ty members and us created a love
for the subject among the students
like us. This is the biggest take-
aways from my university. The
study is all about knowing, loving
and gaining expertise in the sub-
ject. As long as the study does not
become a rat race, it is the purest
form of gaining knowledge. In this
prospect, the faculties and instruc-
tors were extremely adjusting. We
leamed, we enjoyed and now we
are on the verge of completing our
course. It was overall a very nice
experience.

*Q : There are a number of uni-
versities. What was the reason
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Mirabai Chanu with the Olympic silver medal

a media favourite while an ador-
ing public has gone into rap-
tures across the entire nation.
Mirabai’s story is one of grit in
the face of poverty, lack of any
support in her formative years

and being inspired by another

for choosing Brainware Univer-
sity?

* A [ did not know a lot about the
university to be honest. My col-
leagues were doing MBA from
the university and they remarked
that the university is approach-
able and one can easily interact
with the university regarding any
conceming matter. They listen
to your issues and honour them.
‘This was the only positive thing
I knew before I joined the uni-
versity. Having said that, unless
you are inside any university, you
really don't know the university.
So after getting into the university
and going through the semester,
I think they were right in their
assessment. This is going to be
the same for people after me or

Colonel Jyoti Bhattacharjee

diminutive weightlifting cham-
pion from Manipur, Nameirak-
pam Kunjarani Devi, whose
achievements at the national and
international arena led many in
the state to take up sports. Kun-
jarani, currently based in Delhi,

who are like me, Brainware is a
university where students like us
get their share of the acknowl-
edgement and understanding from
the faculty. Especially the age of
the instructors who are teaching
us and the students like me is al-
most the same, and it is a slightly
touchy area. After going through
4 semesters, | can easily say that
this is a place where you can leam
and enjoy.

*Q : As you have attended both
online and offline classes, which
mode of education is better for
you?

*A:Itwasa period of 8 months be-
fore the lockdown where I have at-
tended the offfine classes. | would
say if I would be much younger,

Remembering Kishore Kumar: A powerhouse of talent

=

Kumar. Else nobody believed
in the talent that the younger
brother of Ashok Kumar could
do anything beyond yodelling.
Tex Morton and Jimmi Rod-
gers were inspirations for his
legendary yodelling.

Kishore Kumar was
known for his eccentricities.
In place of the nameplate out-
side his flat, he put up a sign

that read "Beware of Kishore

Kumar". When director Ra-
hul Rawail came to Kishore
Kumar to pay him the money,
Kishore Kumar put Rawail's
hand in his mouth when he
wanted to shake hands with
him. Surprised, Rawail asked
why he had done that. He re-
plied by asking Rawail to look
at the nameplate outside.

An all-round-
er, Kishore Kumar had a
wide range of talents. Lata
Mangeshkar was late for re-
cording the song Aake Seedhi
Lagi Dil Pe, so Kishore Kumar
sang both parts of the song.

Kishore was very
paranoid about payments. He
showed up at the set with half
make-up in a film because

where she is serving as a nodal
officer of the central sports team
in the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF), is a proud men-
tor today. “The ultimate for ev-
ery sportsperson is an Olympic
win and there is nothing better

I could have gained much more
from my offline classes, as being
a man of around 45-50 a i

to attend the classes. There can be
no substitute for offline classes
but the online classes have been
extremely productive. It saved me
from the traveling time, and I w.
very regular and attended mos!
f line classes. The onlin
od by Brainware was
quite good. The faculty members
wonderfully provided us the re-
sources online. Still, we hope that
situation gets back to normal and
the offfine classes start soon. :
Continued on Page 2

the producers hadn't paid him
fully. There is a song called :
Paanch Rupaiya barah Ana,
which was inspired by his debt
of Rs. 5.75 to a college can-
teen in Indore. In an interview
Amit Kumar describes an in-
cident where Kishore Kumar :
became angry at the director :
because the movie was over
budget and asked the team.
“Call the director, this movi
is over budget. As a producer, :
I am firing the director. Can :
you tell me where he is? The ®
whole team then said, "You :
are the director.”. :

Kishore Kumar was
a legend whom no one can
forget. The most important :
part of this article is what we :
learned from him. His ded- :
ication, perseverance, and
hard work served as his shield
against hatred and allowed :
him to prove his talent. He :
did not become a sheep and :
join the herd that others chose
to be. He instead followed :
his own path and thought of
something different. The only :
thing that matters is what we :
have learned. i

M

PUSINDH
wins bronze

ympic medal & 1ts stories

still does not have enough sup-
port systems for sportspersons
when they start out, is a clear

I'm very happy that I've won the medal. The
country was watching me & they have their
expectations. | was little nervous but | was
determined to give my best... | worked really
hard for this. | tried my best to win gold but
| was not able to win gold. When | did 2nd
lift, | understood [;Il bring a medal along with

me.

in the world for a sportsperson

than seeing one’s mentee reach-
ing such heights;” says Kunjara-
ni.

“I am immensely proud of
her. What she has done, coming
from a place like Manipur which

example of how determination
and hard work pay in the long
run,” she adds.

Mirabai's village at
Nongpok Kakching was often
a battleground between central
security forces and armed mil-
itant groups, with the former
launching search operations
and intense frisking and the
latter going to homes for shelter
or food. Mirabai’s mother, Saik-

hom Ongbi Tombi Leima, con-
tinues to be a Meira Paibi mem-
ber, keeping vigil with flaming
bamboo  torches in
hand at night whenever
there is a disturbance in
the locality. She toils in
the family’s paddy field,
something that she still
continues to this day.

peaking at the
felicitation ~ program
organised by the Mani-
pur government on her
return, Mirabai said, “I
have always wanted to
do something that will
tell the world about my
small state of Manipur,” reflect-
ing on the onus on having to
prove being worthy of belonging
to India.

Outside of the sports
arena, there is a strong appropri-
ation of Mirabai Chanu into the
politics of religion by blurring
her individuality and roots. Ul-
timately, she remains an icon for
the you of the country to emu-

late.

wifepet e oRED] (45, T, I, Ik TR S S e, W0 e

@@, aEE)  ofel e oM W oneged  Ahed WM YA A

£ TE  IEA G O G | A o S fafen omm

@ e T, dWeFE TP R Q@ WA EAF P (P RRew g A, wew qma o,

o WA FEAF TRPR T T AT MY TR AT R WE ORISR i

TR - o, T o, digfer  DEATENE M@ WPl T @R @IE Gl e

TR, AR W R e Fde g pites EUEE o]

ARG erE Em i e vRa et R R SeRTE  ded eiEe SR SR

I A AR A IR T W B BE T e qwed G ofe fm e
AET So8Y MR R 1 TOTA AN AGH I ot v o wRey o amRer

ARt o, B 308y B o

ke M‘mﬁm AT
<fm 3oz fwr, oW e @er W wifare ¥
i & T e T

B RSN DR st s

10+2 = AF12i?

NI

- -—

e CATW

T8y sl 3 e

L S ——

s PR i

Feces: Fulbratas
CEE-ME-FE-ECE-2
O O Y L

Firy wTd vaywy awal »fiw waw

¥ T y v v oy
v g gy - P - ———
e il N

g S5 eV @ Sl
=ma | § [T —

[N

—

e @G ATIOR

MEE] SAEAS ¢ pFiee ey | ] re—m———— = e ——




mmm Trabvelogque & Jfeatures

) <Caey reifer or et v TR

: From page 1

T 4G A, o T WA A
zened  dfemant

Indian before and after the the
mutiny e o Rz @
@ o eEew | foff @3 oarw
e T o 4 o e
W @ g e o 1w
TR A [ 2w
Ectibicit o itefiaibigi
e e o 1 b sTaresaE
Asg o1 O G
PR CTNAT T S
fwdf T e SRR
T Tl o iR
HEFET (4 LA (ST, T A e

g et o o 4T
@R awfm fefw fre @@

4% b A TR B
‘History of Hindu Chemistry’!
i 9z @ TR een

e e s e e

W Rem wE a®
garfer ausorerE T G
T e @A qteEm o
G5 =1 @M R T T TG
VIR 720 A, i (T e @
eyfes Sqeen o foff sz
A TSR e T R

i need to have some idea about
i everything. That catered to my

weioffs B

TR W@
e Il '8 TR (& T
T O T IR Svod A
ofefie = @ @ e
wrifEhee fide fof @
@ g7 agER @@

TS S AN

ViR, GwIgle
e e, ffen grorey e
TS ) O @2 AT TR
GEIE AEEE PR A
7 R Ao @3 A
2 (A F0R WM AR
GTRE FAS A TR R
el wifile 03 AT T
TR SO @A o

oot O Arerg
PR e oRm
e e g o
2y @] TmEE S
aeq e wweE o
af @pE ez e
AR ORI MR
o ffe v @h e
TENEE | GRSy

Florel A

TSR 2 R T @ R
A ofifoe) R @& I SRR
7 o e TR o wwEfes
W freArE agfes em
T R A TG T T
TR WG T A R A
of e 2 TR R AW et e

0% A 675 PioFRTT
e AW S @& feoa
= o ey e Ry e e AR

=

T TS A, TS, (R T
T (T AT TG P AR PR
o R s o

W AT S
R AR G TS Gl A
Tl A A A AR S

i

T TS AW I
E @ MR 4E  OR
fdaef ae2 wW wm)
@ O el

TR | 03¢ TR AR 2T
! et SouS | T, I Gk
SRS Yo TR TREARDE e
e R TR T TS
A e W v HeRe
A ES | S 00
o8t AW (3 A AT TRE
5 @G GG STeedt wiom e8| <

e emea s o
QT AAEE FE 8 (U
wrte Rfeq wemm dfeq
o Fw @ FEed =
@R O GRe GES Wz
amerE effels w1 e R
ffem @ awbz T
@, ° o AR g =@ G
S RES e

| e fafer
fafemt sfearz T A9 @R OF
WG G SEEey AT
= o e s efel wE
o1 $35m 7 €=t TS A
R OANE WA FW QA
o” !

a3 f5

@ TEeRe @z

CENEE (G RS
EEE W SRR @R G
A TR R
g T3¢ wmTE ANE WA
G | YEE AP Al G4,
A FCAT A 1R 1

e M?i

ST T 0% AEE SRS
G A9 @ne syt 72 qE
et e 2039 A T v B
o @R W
T A A, TS o W
A A e O FEZ I
wiE weed o, g e
T SR R SR A
FPRAPITER e 7o A

SAFIG BRI e, Ao

ot A @ R
BIAER-CUSERCCER-TACE(AC)
i “fafoe ) armaees aat
Bt weEE @S A
e fe ae @ ffen emifen
wAde  agfes  @@rEE
G, A A AT I
oA T A A e
TACS I 1 99 T I T
WA (7l (TR el o gl
e Fate SR O ToE

B T TR JURSE

i Q: So, how was the transition
from engineering to human-

ities?
A.: Being a student all along
in Engineering, you are tuned

¢ in a certain different way. Your

thinking, perception, the re-

: sponse is generally different
: from others. Even in my en-
: gineering days, I used to read
: a lot of history books and oth-
i er diverse topics. Stating so,
i mass communication is such

‘an area where you have to
: be the Jack of all trades, you

interest and lead me to pursue
 this course. You need to have

: your facts and data
i correct.

to change yourself. Getting
out of comfort zone is the first
thing that I had to do. Sitting
with books was a little dif-
ficult. Difficulties like these
test you. Other issues like
balancing your responsibility
towards your parents, family,
children, social commitments,

that, an internship was a re-
quirement in the 3rd semester.
I spoke to my office regarding
this, and my office was kind
enough to accommodate me
the Public Relations Depart-
ment, I worked for 3 months,
it was the add hock arrange-
ments for me to gain some

2

‘Ifinished this course on a happy note’

ies in Mass Communication,
1 want to tell them that there
is no substitute for fieldwork,
good reading and recalling
things when necessary. And
no matter what, hard work
always pays. It is fashionable
to talk about smart work but
it leaves a lot of holes every-
where. And also, there is no
substitute for Raw reporting
from the ground. To be in any
professional field, you need to
have experience of the ground
along with the professionals of
the field. Only then you’ll un-
derstand the temperament of
the profession.

And for the people
who are thinking of restart, |
would advise them not to re-

It made me under-

: stand the media world in a bet-
 ter aspect.

Q: How was your experience

of restarting your studies?

i A.: When you restart anything,
 there are always some starting
: issues. Both career and aca-
: demics have their own set of
requirements and it is best ad-
¢ dressed when you are young.
I have learned that challenges

: have to be made and you have

official made the
learning more interesting as
I had to deal with my studies
along with all these. I worked
on the issues and managed
them and continued my learn-
ing. And finished this course
on a happy note.

Q: Have you done any intern-
ships with us? If yes then how
was the experience?

A.: As a serving government
official, I cannot take any job
with anybody. Having said

The
process was enjoyable. The
practical aspect of journalism,
and the public relations de-
partment, is something that |
learnt from my internship.

Q: Your journey is truly in-
spiring. What is going to be
Yyour message for your ju-
niors and the people who are
thinking of restarting their
studies?

A.: For the young people,
who will continue their stud-

strain in just one
domain. Like if you are from
finance background, you can
always choose finance to con-
tinue your higher studies. But if
you have an interest in another
subject and wish to explore it,
then go for it. Don’t just keep
on adding degrees to your
CV. Choose a course that will
enhance your value. And the
course should not focus only on
the time invested in doing the
course, but the learning should
be carried on throughout life.
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The golden rays of the sun lights up Kanchenjunga. Picture by Soumik Dey

Moupiya Maity

Raj Kundra, the husband of
popular Bollywood actress
Shilpa Shetty, was arrested
on July 19 for being associ-
ated with blue films. Mumbai
police arrested the business-
man after getting all the in-
formation and evidence. It is
alleged that he used pornog-
raphy on social media.

After Raj’s arrest,
Gahana Vasisth, who worked
in three films produced for
Raj Kundra’s app, had in a
video said ‘“erotic content
was different from pornogra-
phy™.

Shilpa Shetty spoke
this week for the first time
about Kundra’s arrest in the
production and distribution
of pornographic content case.
The actress has released a
statement on social media
and revealed that false quotes
are being attributed to her.
“Yes! The past few days have
been challenging, on every

In the middle of nowhere. Picture by Deblina Ghorai

front. There have been a lot

of rumours and accusations.
A lot of unwarrant-
ed aspersions on me cast by
the media and (not so) well
wishers as well. A lot of
trolling/questions  posed...
not only to me but also to
my family.”Mumbai’s police
commissioner said, “In Feb-
ruary 2021, a case of making

blue films and publishing
them on a special website was
registered through the Mum-
bai crime branch. The inves-
tigation of this case started
from then. Before the Mum-
bai crime branch took over
the case, there was a com-
plaint with the Maharashtra
cyber department about the
porn films racket. The Mal-

wani police had filed FIRs
on the basis of complaints
received from two women,
while another one woman
had submitted a complaint
at the Lonavla police station,
since then, the police have
been searching for people as-
sociated with this industry.
He also said that
during the investigation, it

came to light that some small-
time artistes were lured by
giving them a break in some
web series or short stories.
These actors were called for
auditions and were asked to
portray ‘bold’ scenes, which
later turned out to be semi-
nude or nude scenes, against
the wishes of the actors.
Raj said he was not involved
in the matter in any way. He
denied all the claims of the
Mumbai police and sought
anticipatory bail.
Police raided
Raj-Shilpa’s house on July
22. And after that they got
700 porn videos. These were
made with the help of various
production houses by Raj’s
former PA Umesh Kamath,
Raj and Umesh’s WhatsApp
chat revealed that after re-
moving the Hotshots app
from Google playstore, they
were looking for a more se-
cure place to keep these vid-
0s. They were also planning
to make soft porn. Police

s

Holy waters. Picture by Soumik Dey

also recovered a server from :
Raj- Shilpa’s house, which }

lab.
It remains to be seen whether

was sent to the forensis

pornography videos from this

server were sent to Raj Kun-
dra’s UK company Kernin.
Police conducted a search of

Stream office and found some
information about Raj Kun-
dra and his UK-based broth-
er-in-law Pradeep Bakshi.
They have discussed in detail
about the subscription pay-
ment of porn clips upload-
ed in Kernin app. And from

Raj knew that the videos up-
loaded in the Hotshots app
was illegal.

Eventually Kundra
was arrested. Mumbai police
said they had enough evi-
dence that Raj was involved
in the scam. At least 11 per-
sons have been arrested so far
in the case, according to the
police.

Bl CEntertainment PNetog I
Raj Kundra arrested, Shilpa breaks silence Cinemah

Anushree Ball

The West Bengal govern-
ment has allowed cinema
halls to reopen from July 31.
Throughout the months of
May-June-July, Bengali film
ewers could not go to the

alls reopen

cinema and a local multiplex,
said several cinema halls were
unable to reopen as employ-
ees had gone to their native
places in other states after the
announcement of the closure
in May.

A spokesperson

cinema halls i to

: Covid-19 guidelines.
Viaan Industries office and JL ;

Now that the sit-
uation is under control, the
audience will get a chance to
watch movies again. Some
single-screen proprietors
have, however, restarted their
operations in districts with
old films. However, movies
will be shown at 50 per cent

: occupancy. Night shows are
there the information came :
to the hands of the police that :

currently cancelled due to the
9pm to Sam curfew. Satadeep
Saha, the co-owner of Ajanta

CINEMA HALL

for SVF Pr s, a lead-
ing Bengali film producer
and distributor of Bollywood
films, said, “We are yet to
decide about the releases
and will decide by early next
week.” SVF  Productions,
which also runs several mul-
tiplex facilities, is yet to open
any screens.

“We will soon de-
cide on this after considering
all factors and sanitisation
measures,” the spokesperson
added.
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Lovlina Borgohain: Rural Assam to world stage

Anowar Hussain

Lovlina Borgohain is only the
third Indian boxer to clinch
an Olympic medal as she
sealed a place in the wom-
en& 39s welterweight cate-
gory. The 23-year-old Indian
boxer, in a virtual press con-
ference, said that she “is not
going to stop here” and will
be gunning for the top prize
in her category. When asked
about what medal she wants
to return home with from the
Japanese capital, Lovlina said,
“There is only one medal and
that is gold, that is what we
compete for”

Following the ex-
citing Olympic medal win of
weightlifter Mirabai Chanu at
the Tokyo Olympics, on July
30, 2021, Lovlina scripted his-
tory. She has assured India of
its second medal at the Tokyo
Olympics after beating former
world champion Chen Nein-
Chin of Chinese Taipei in the
quarter-final of the women's
welterweight boxing at the

Olympics hockey: India Eves
make history, but lose semis

Shreya Saha

The Indian women’s hockey
team made history on Mon-
day as they defeated Aus-
tralia 1-0 to book their place
in the semi-final for the first
time in the Olympics. Gurjit
Kaur’s goal from a penalty
corner in the second quarter
was enough for India to win
the quarter-final against Aus-
tralia. However, on Wednes-
day, their dream of winning
a gold medal on their maiden
entry into the knockout stages
ended in a 1-2 defeat to Ar-
gentina in the semi-finals.
Drag-flicker Gurjit
Kaur put India ahead in the
second minute but Argen-
tina’s skipper Maria Noel
Barrionuevo scored a brace
to help her team emerge 2-1
winners and reach the final.
India will play Great Britain
for the bronze medal on Fri-
day. Last week, the team kept
its hopes of progressing to the
knouts alive with a crunch 4-3
win over South Africa. This
was a crucial win for India

Women's hockey team members celebrating their win

that put them ahead of Ireland
in the qualification spot.
India has done all
it can to ensure quarterfinals
qualification. The Indians,
determined to prove a point,
produced a strong and brave
performance to eke out the
narrow win over the Hockey-
roos. Drag-flicker Gurjit Kaur

converted India’s lone penal-
ty corner in the 22nd minute
to

surprise the Australians. In-
dia’s best performance in the
Olympics came way back
in the 1980 Moscow Games
where they finished fourth
out of six teams. In that edi-
tion of the Games, women’s

hockey made its debut in
the Olympics and the sport
was played in a round-robin
format with top two teams
qualifying for the final. In
the game versus South Afri-
ca, India drew first blood just
before the fifth minute in the
form of Vandana Katariya.
Striker Vandana scored a his-

toric hat-trick to keep alive
the Indian women & hockey
team& quarter- final hopes in
the Olympics with a fighting
4-3 victory over lower-ranked
South Africa in its must-win
final group match here on Sat-
urday.  Young Neha Goyal
(32 nd minute) was the other
goal-getter as the Rani Ram-
pal-led side registered its sec-
ond consecutive win at the
Games.

All three results
were possible in the fourth
and final quarter but, India
could only settle for a win
and ill-afford the other two
scenarios - a draw or a loss
and that is exactly what hap-
pened as Vandana netted the
third goal to not only com-
plete a personal hattrick but
to also shift the momentum in
India’s favour. From thereon,
India ensured that there were
no further hiccups until the fi-
nal whistle was blown as they
won their second match of
the ongoing Tokyo Olympics
2020. The Rani Rampal-led
side will play Argentina in the
semifinal.

.

Well fought
@LovlinaBorgohai

! Her success in the boxing ring inspires several In-
dians. Her tenacity and determination are admirable.
Congratulations to her on winning the Bronze. Best
wishes for her future endeavours. #Toky02020

Ryogoku Kokugikan Sumo
Stadium.

By virtue of a place
in the semi-final, Lovlina
Borgohain is assured of at
least a bronze medal. But our
expectations are high about
the bold combatant. She is
only Indian boxer after Mary
Kom and Vijender Singh to
win a boxing medal for India
in the Olympics. She will take
on world champion Busenaz
Surmeneli of Turkey in the
semi-final on August 4.

Lovlina is  the
youngest of three siblings; she
has two older sisters. Hailing
from a village called Bor-
mukhia located at the town
of Barpathar in the Golaghat

district, Assam, she belongs
to a family who rely on pad-
dy farming. In February,
she made a two-day trip to
her village Bormukhia from
Army Sports Institute, Pune,
where she was training. Her
mother Mamoni Borogohain
was suffering from kidney
failure and undergoing an
operation in Kolkata. Theln-
dian boxer made sure she was
by her mother’s side during
those tough times.

She has not been
home since, and now, she
will carry an Olympic medal
home. A 4-1 win over Chen
assured her of a bronze med-
al in the 69-kg category. For
the Borgohain family, it was a

4

time to celebrate as well as re-
member the tough times they
had faced. “The biggest joy
for us is to watch Lovlina
play, and the medal she brings
from Tokyo will be our prized
possession. When her moth-
er suffered a failure of both
kidneys, she was worried and
would not sleep at night wor-
rying about her.

When we got the
donor, she was able to spend
only two days, she made sure
she supported the family. It
was a second life for my wife
and to see Lovlina return with
a medal from Tokyo will be a
cherished moment for all of us
after all the tough times,” Lov-
lina’s father Tiken Borghain,
said in an interview. Speaking
at the virtual press confer-
ence, Lovlina stated, “I started
thinking that no matter the
situation, 1 would give my
best. I want to win even if
am fighting with a broken
hand” She has made India
and Assam so proud with her
stellar performance.
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Why is Russia not participating
in the Tokyo Olympics?

Kaustav Deb

Russia is not participating in
the 2021 Tokyo Olympics as the
World  Anti-Doping ~ Agency
(WADA) banned Russia

from participating in any interna-
tional sports events for four years.

In September 2018,
after multiple ~ investigations,
WADA lifted the sanctions on
the condition that Russia hand
over athlete data from its Mos-
cow laboratory to doping regu-
lators, which would help iden-
tify hundreds of athletes who
may have cheated across various
sports.

Russia wa then ac-
cused of manipulating that data-
base, leading to the WADA panel
suggesting the four-year ban.
Immediately after the allegations
surfaced, the accreditation of
Russias anti-doping lab was sus-
pended in 2015.After the prelim-
inary investigations, the IOC re-
moved 111 athletes, including the
entire track and field team, from
Russias 389-member contingent
for the Rio Olympics.

At the Tokyo Olym-
pics, there are 335 sportspersons
from Russia competing with
athletes from around the world.
Yet, unlike their counterparts,
the Russians are not allowed to

M. IGOLN(KOv

Mikhail Igolnikov participating from ROC

use their country’s name, flag,
and anthem, and are compet-
ing under the acronym “ROC’
which stands for Russian Olym-
pic Committee. But the Russian
OlympicCommittee was barred
from attending the event and the
country’s flag was not officially
displayed at any of the venues.
Russian athletes, too, were forced
to wear neutral uniforms with
“Olympic Athlete From Russia”
printed on them.

In 2020, the Court
of Abitration for Sport (CAS)
reduced the initial ban of four
years to two, but it ensured that
no official Russian team can
participate in events organised
by a WADA signatory until the

sanction term ends on December
16, 2022 This means that official
Russian teams are out of the 2020
Summer Olympics, next years
Paralympics in Tokyo as well as
the Bejjing Winter Olympics.
Even at the 2022 World Cup
in Qatar, Russia would have to
compete under a neutral name,
if it qualifies. Russia is also not
allowed to host any world sport-
ing event whose governing body
is registered with WADA during
the ban period.

According to a report
in The Independent, Russia will
be reinstated after the ban term
ends, if it respects and observes
all imposed sanctions, pays its
fines and contributions, and

starts adhering to WADA regula-
tions.

WADA president Witold Bartka
told USA Today, “We at WADA
remain disappointed that CAS
has decreased the

level of the sanctions from four
years to two years and that CAS
allows them to compete as Rus-
sian athletes with the colours of
the flag in the uniforms?”’

The ROC players are
only those who have been able to
prove that they were not part of
the doping scam. As per the IOC,
“All public displays of the organ-
isation’s participant name should
use the acronym ‘ROC; not the
full name “Russian Olympic
Committee”.
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